Overview:

The program will run from March 9-22, 2016 in the city of Antigua, Guatemala in connection with the God’s Child project.  Students will stay with host families and provide service to various projects throughout the week as well as participate in cultural experiences.
Main objectives of the trip:

1) Become immersed in a cultural experience. This will be achieved through daily interaction with host families, excursions to areas of cultural significance, and continual contact with the locals.
2) Provide international service to the impoverished. We will be tasked out in work groups to provide labor for projects such as construction or working with children in need.
3) Gain a global perspective. Travel to a foreign country will provide stark contrasts to the US lifestyle and enlighten participants to the realities of living in other parts of the world.
About God’s Child:
The God’s Child project is an organization with connections worldwide to help children in need.  They are not a religious organization but rather a charitable organization with the motto of "Breaking the bitter chains of poverty through education and formation." The project was founded by a North Dakota native and has continued to grow in support and volunteers.
More information about the God’s Child project, their partnerships and mission can be found at: www.godschild.org
Tentative Itinerary:

March 9—Flight to Guatemala
March 14—Start work through

 God’s Child project

March 20—Leave for Tikal

March 21—Back to Antigua

March 22—Return to North 
Dakota
Credit available:
Students can earn credit by enrolling in Service Learning (LEAD 495H) available for two (2) credits and/or Spanish (SPAN 296 or 496) also for two (2) credits. Up to four (4) credits total for the trip.

Cost for credit may range from $438 to $1008 for residents depending on credits taken and final course status.  Students who take six (6) credits (beyond what’s offered during the program) are eligible for additional financial aid.

RESOURCES

Passports--Those getting a passport for the first time, or renewals go to:
http://travel.state.gov/passport/passport_1738.html
The Stark County Courthouse is an acceptance facility.
Immunizations--Questions and concerns about immunizations for travel to Guatemala can be found at:
http://wwwnc.cdc.gov/travel/destinations/
guatemala.aspx
Study abroad--General information for students traveling and studying abroad.
www.studentsabroad.com
http://www.studyabroad.com/
About Guatemala--TONS of information about the country.
http://lanic.utexas.edu/la/ca/guatemala/

Program costs:

Flight--approx. $1,200

Lodging (& meals with host families) $1281
God’s Child registration fee--$140

Required international health insurance--$40

Overnight excursion to Tikal--$300

University Course Credit--From $437 to $1008 (resident)—Optional.
Additional costs not included:

Passport, immunizations, personal travel, shopping, airport taxes, etc.
FINANCIAL AID IS AVAILABLE!

Contact information:

For questions or concerns, please contact one of the directors of the program:
Lucy Meyer, Lucy.Meyer@dickinsonstate.edu
Michael Cartmill, Michael.Cartmill@dickinsonstate.edu
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